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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 23 
September 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Trask, et al. 
(U.S. 5,116,034) ("Trask"). 

Claim 1 : first stacking portion (26); second stacking portion (34); base member 
(20); tray (34); guide groove (54, 50, and 52); recording means (column 1, line 7); 
supplying roller (60). 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Honda 
(Japanese Patent 61-127531). 

Claim 1: first stacking portion (1); second stacking portion (40); base member 
(31); tray (43); guide groove (54); recording means (English abstract); supplying roller 
(56). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1-5 and 7-1 1 , as understood by the Examiner, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hewlett-Packard OfficeJet 600 Series Device 
("HPOJ"; see "Examiner's Exhibit A" in the Office Action dated 12 March 2007) in view 
of Trask. HPOJ discloses: 

Claims 1 and 2: first stacking portion (3B; see the attached "Examiner's Exhibit 
A", page 3, letter B); second stacking portion (3C); base member (structure that 
connects 3C to 3B); (NOTE: in lines 7-10, the conditional phrases ("when") are 
construed such that they do not occur.) 

Claims 1 and 2: supplying roller (NOTE: there is implicitly a roller provided in 
HPOJ; either the first stacking portion or the second stacking portion is supplied by the 
supplying roller, but not necessarily both); 

Claims 3 and 4: blocking lever (2D); an end portion of the sheet (4D); a sheet 
supplying route (3G); 

Claim 5: a regulating portion (24); 

Claim 6: second stacking portion (3C); 

Claim 7: guide member (2C); 

Claims 8: a shape protruding on the upstream side (2C); 
Claims 9 and 10: cover member (3H); 
Claims 1 1 : regulating member (3J). 
HPOJ does not directly show a tray with a guide groove. 
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Trask shows a similar device having a tray with a guide groove (34 with 54, 50, 
and 52) for the purpose of provide an improved, automatic, envelope/sheet feed 
mechanism (column 1, lines 48-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to modify HPOJ as taught by 
Trask and include Trask's similar device having a tray with a guide groove for the 
purpose of provide an improved, automatic, envelope/sheet feed mechanism. 



Claim 1 , as understood by the Examiner, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Jang (U.S. 6,315,280) in view of Trask. Jang discloses: 

Claim 1: first stacking portion (21); second stacking portion (11); supplying roller 
(31 ); base member (structure that connects 1 1 to 21 ). 
Jang does not directly show a tray with a guide groove. 

Trask shows a similar device having a tray with a guide groove (34 with 54, 50, 
and 52) for the purpose of provide an improved, automatic, envelope/sheet feed 
mechanism (column 1, lines 48-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to modify Jang as taught by 
Trask and include Trask's similar device having a tray with a guide groove for the 
purpose of provide an improved, automatic, envelope/sheet feed mechanism. 
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Claims 13, as understood by the Examiner, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over HPOJ in view of Trask and further in view of Jang and 
Watanabe, et al (U.S. 5,109,236) ("Watanabe"). HPOJ teaches all the limitations of the 
claim as discussed above. HPOJ does not directly show a sheet type discriminating 
sensor or a tray position detecting sensor. 

Watanabe shows said sheet type discriminating sensor (1 , 2) for the purpose of 
determining the type of the sheets (entire abstract). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to modify 
HPOJ as taught by Watanabe and include Watanabe's index sheet type discriminating 
sensor for the purpose of determining the type of the sheets. 

In addition, Jang shows a tray position detecting sensor for sensing whether 
documents are loaded (abstract, line 4). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to modify HPOJ as taught 
by Jang and include Jang's tray position detecting sensor for sensing whether 
documents are loaded. 

Claim 14, as understood by the Examiner, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over HPOJ in view of Trask. HPOJ teaches all the limitations of the 
claims as discussed above. HPOJ does not directly show an index on the first stacking 
portion as a line or a character. 

HPOJ shows said index on the first stacking means as a line or a character for 
the purpose of indicating the size of the sheet (3E). Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to modify 
HPOJ as taught by HPOJ and include HPOJ's index as a line or character on the 
second stacking means for the purpose of indicating the size of the sheet. 



Claims 18, as understood by the Examiner, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over HPOJ in view of Trask and further in view of Teo, et al (U.S. 
6,942,211) ("Teo"). HPOJ teaches all the limitations of the claims as discussed above. 
HPOJ does not directly show a cover member or a sub cover member. 



Teo shows said cover member (108) and sub cover member (120) for the 
purpose of folding up out of the way when necessary (column 2, line 52). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention to modify HPOJ as taught by Teo and include Teo's cover member and sub 
cover member for the purpose of folding up out of the way when necessary. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 23 September 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

[1] Trask et al. discloses that a paper sheet tray 26 and an envelope tray 34 are 
detachable from a printer. A central feed roller 60 is rotated in the counter-clockwise 
direction when it contacts a topmost sheet on the stack 28 to feed a sheet from the tray 
26, and to feed an envelope from the envelope tray 34, a feed roller 48 contacts the 
lowermost envelope of the tray 36 and is rotated in a clockwise direction. Thus, in Trask 
et al., a direction of rotation of the roller in feeding a sheet from the tray 26 is opposite of 
the direction of a roller in feeding an envelope from tray 34. Thus Trask et al. differs from 
Applicants' invention as recited in claim 1. 

[2] The HP Office Jet 600 Series Device features an apparatus with a first 
stacking portion and a second stacking portion. However, the HP device is silent as to the 
characterizing features of Applicants' invention wherein when the tray moves upstream in 
a sheet supplying direction along the guide groove, the supplying roller is rotated in a first 
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direction to supply the sheet stacked on the first stacking portion while when the tray 
moves downstream in the sheet supplying direction along the guide groove, the supplying 
roller is rotated in the same first direction to supply the sheet stacked on the second 
stacking portion. Thus, The HP Office Jet 600 Series Device is silent as to the roller being 
moved in the same direction for the second stacking portion as for the first stacking 
portion. 

[3] Jang does not meet any of the above shortcomings of Trask et al. or The HP 
Office Jet 600 Series Device. More specifically, Jang does not disclose or suggest the 
characterizing of Applicants' invention where the supplying roller of the first stacking 
portion rotates in the same direction as the supplying roller of the second stacking 
portion. 

Applicant did not explicitly argue the 103(a) rejection of Jang (primary reference) 
in view of Trask (p. 4) or the 103(a) rejection of HPOJ in view of Trask and further in 
view of Teo (p. 6) in the last Office Action. 

Re. [1], first and second stacking portions 26 or 34 may not move in the 
upstream or downstream direction, i.e., a tray-stationary-position condition is not 
claimed (the conditional language is not exhaustive). Therefore, the structure of Claim 1 
is anticipated by Trask. 

Re. [2], first and second stacking portions 3B and 3C may not move in the 
upstream or downstream direction, i.e., a tray-stationary-position condition is not 
claimed (the conditional language is not exhaustive). Therefore, the structure of Claim 1 
is rendered obvious over HPOJ in view of Trask. 

Re. [3], Jang does disclose that the supplying roller 31 supplies the sheets on the 
first and second stacking portions 21 and 11 in the (same) first direction since the 
supplying roller 31 is above both the first and second stacking portions 21 and 1 1 . See 
FIG. 5 below. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GERALD W. MCCLAIN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7803. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick H. Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Gerald W. McClain /Patrick H. Mackey/ 

Examiner Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Art Unit 3653 Unit 3653 



